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Introduction 


Varanasi being located in Uttar Pradesh state is situated in the centre of the Ganges Valley in North India. One of the 
oldest living cities of India is Varanasi. History states that the first Aryan settlement was in the middle Ganges Valley. 
Later by 2nd millennium BCE it became the seat of Aryan religion in Varanasi. It also became the famous centre of 
Aryan philosophies, commercial and industrial hub for its silk and muslin fabrics, ivory works, perfumes, sculptures 
and wooden toys. Varanasi is also known as Kashi/Banaras. The prominence of Varanasi in Hindu mythology is virtually 
still unrevealed. This place is more famed as ‘Kashi’. The word Kashi is the derivation from the word ‘Kas’ which means 
to ‘Shine’. It is also said that, it is this place where the Lord Shiva and Parvathi stood as the beginning of time that is 
considered as the original ground created by them. Varanasi is a city of classical, traditional, cultural, sanctified place 
by religion and also glorified by mythologies. Thus, since ancient time it has attracted a large number of pilgrims and 
worshippers. During 6th century BCE, the capital of Kashi i.e Sarnath was the first place where Gautama Buddha taught 
about Dharma for the first time. As an outcome of all this, Varanasi remained as a centre of educational, religious and 
artistic activities as shown and distinguished by Chinese traveler Hsuan-tsang when he visited the place during 635 CE 
and he also mentioned that, the city (Varanasi) got extended about 5 km along the western bank of the Ganges. 


Since ages Varanasi is a Hindu centre for learning. It has countless Brahmin pandits and numerous schools for learning. 
It is also a centre for arts and crafts, dance and music, famous for silk production, brocades with gold and silver thread- 
work, glass bangles, ivory work, brassware and wooden toys. These wooden toys are very famous since ages. Craftsmen 
of Varanasi started carving wood after the ban of ivory. The fathers of these craftsmen were ivory carvers at the royal 
court. History states that toys of Lord Rama originated from Kashi. It is a special kind of wood used for making these 
toys. These wooden toys have great demand in abroad as the colors used for these toys are germ-free and harmless 
even when a child puts the toy in its mouth. But one of the major problems of toy makers is non-availability of wood 
as the Government has banned cutting of these wood. But one of the major steps taken by government to uplift the 
business of wooden toys of Varanasi is to allow the toy makers to display their craft (wooden toys) during the exhibi- 
tion held on January 26 for Republic day parade. This hopefully helps the toy business to set back and surely increase 
the demand for it and toy market might progress as the Indian and foreign visitors tend to visit the show. 


Initially it was Corea wood which was mainly used for manufacturing toys. This wood was predominantly used as the 
wood was soft and it could be shaped easily by giving fine finishing to the toys. Before 1983 this wood was available 
easily but then Government gave an order to private outworkers to cut down Corea trees and these workers started 
illegal activities by cutting down teak wood. As a result of this, the administration cancelled the contracts and banned 
cutting of Corea wood. Since then the toy makers of Varanasi started to use Sheesham, Eucalyptus and Liptus wood to 
make toys, which are comparatively hard, wood and very tough to carve. But as the industry started depending on the 
Liptus wood the industry started suffering from economy. The cost of Corea wood costed Rs.600 per quintal where- 
as the liptus wood costs INR.1200 per quintal, which is exactly the double the amount. Also the costs of sealing wax, 
which is used for making these toys have gone up, and also the cost of colors and dyes used for painting the toys have 
become double just within a year. The insufficient power supply has also affected the business majorly by worsening 
the production of toys. 
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Earlier nearly 50 pieces of toys were made in a day but at present condition only 15-20 pieces are prepared because of 
the inadequate power supply. Due to all these serious issues, the wooden toy maker informed they are not paid with 
the proper wages. As the production of wooden toys making has increased by 50 % in just a year it is adding more 
trouble to the artisans by discouraging them to do wood art. Earlier this industry fed thousands of houses of Varanasi. 
According to the president of Human Welfare Association, who is working on preserving and promoting the traditional 
art and craft, there are nearly 2,500 wooden toy making artisans engaged in this particular work all over the city but 
whereas now it has become limited to few households only. 


These toys are made by cutting, peeling and shaping of wood with sharp tools like knives and other equipment. The 
art of making wooden toys includes spherical, diametrical, cylindrical toys and also traditional — religious articles, pen 
stand, vermillion case, gods and goddesses, animals, birds and boxes are included. Some toys like parrot and spinning 
wheel are attached on to the marriage mantap (altar). A pair of parrot is usually gifted to a new married couple. The 
ceremonial parrot is painted in red, yellow and green colors symbolizing something auspicious. These toys are intri- 
cately carved and eventually made to be sold to pilgrims. The highest height of these toys is four inches. The potters 
from the Prajapati community paint these wooden toys. From July to November month is the best flourishing season 
for wooden toys. Stalls of wooden toys are set up during fair by the vendors. Usually huge sales of toys take place dur- 
ing Krishna Janmashtami for decorating tableau. 


A beautiful show piece of Riksha. 
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combination. 


Traditional wooden Sindhur Dhani. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Tools used for Wooden Toys are as follows: 

* Wooden Logs: It is the raw material used for making Varanasi wooden toys. 

¢ Chisel: Used for chopping off the extra wood. 

¢ Pen/Pencil: Used for sketching on the wood. 

¢ File Tool: It is used for rubbing the wooden piece to obtain the even surface. 

¢ Adhesive: Used for joining the wooden parts together. 

¢ Distemper: Used as the first coat on the wooden toy before it is painted in color. 
¢ Colors: These colors are non-toxic and used for painting the toys. 


¢ Lacquer: It is used as the last coat painted on the wooden toys for the shining purpose. 


¢ Brush: It is used for painting the wooden toys. 


Sas - 
Lah is the basic raw material for Lacquer making. Incense powder is the additional material to make 
lacquer. 
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Chemicals for the lacquer making to get a desired 
color. 


Decorative stuffs to decorate the traditional wooden 
Sindhur Dhani. 
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Glue to stick the decorative stuffs to Sindhur Dhani. 
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Wooden logs are the essential raw material for the 
craft. 
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Lacquer to color the ethnic wooden Sindhur Dhani. Mallet is used to fix the w 
machine. 


pig fe: 7 e-. 


10 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Wooden Toys - Varanasi, 
Uttar Pradesh 


Hand Carved Toys 


by 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Manasa K. H. 


NID Campus, Bengaluru 


nengnsG 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/wooden-toys-varana- 


si-uttar-pradesh/tools-and-raw-materials 


—— > 
ee 
ROO RS ee ee 


ew 
oe 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


ee 
Nt 
SS ee 


we 
Nee 


: pray tix - ‘ te 
Decorative thing to decorate the craft. Lathe machine to carve the wood. 
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Scissor is used to cut the decorative stuffs. 
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Wood Carving 
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Lacquer Wear 


Lacquer is glue that is directly obtained from the trees; Craftsman exports the lacquer from Bengal. Lacquer is 
melted using burning charcoal and loban will be dapped on the glue which helps lacquer to melt quickly. Once the 
lacquer is properly melt, Different Chemical color will be added to it, which will be used later to color the wooden 
toys. 


Lacquering is done on a lathe. Dry lac is pressed against the woodenware to be lacquered. While the lathe keeps 
revolving, the heat generated by friction softens the lac, making the colour stick to the surface of the wood. Lac- 
quer ware toys are produced in this way. Thus, the craftsmen manipulate the stick where several colours are used. 


Artisan arranging Lah to place on the stick. Arraying Lah on the stick to melt. 
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Heating the mixture of Lah and Incense powder. Beating the pre-heated mixture to make it smooth. 
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Twisting the lah to make soft. Heating the twisted lah. 
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Adding chemicals and mixing with lah to get a Working attire of an artisan. 
desired color. 
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Cooling the pre-heated mixture. 
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Cutting a lacquer in to small sticks using Flat tool. 


Artisan stretching a Lacquer to make it in to small Finally the lacquer is ready to use. 
pieces. 
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Wood Carving 


Wooden logs are bought from the nearby market and stored in the artisan’s house. Then the wooden log is cut as 
per the size of the toy that has to be made. The wooden piece that is cut is cleaned properly and sanded neatly to 
get the even surface. On this piece of wood, the design of the toy is drawn and additional/extra wood is chopped 
off. The outer line of the toy is chiseled carefully to give the proper shape for the wooden piece and smoothly 
rubbed on over all toy with a file. These toys are usually done in two ways, either they are done completely in 
single wooden piece or every part of the toy is done separately and attached all together by using adhesive. 
Once the wooden pieces are carved they are exposed to the process of slow heating by which the moisture in the 
wood is completely drawn out. Once the carved wooden piece is dry, the process of painting gets started. Usually 
a sample toy is made and color are experimented on that and then the actual painting is done on the final prod- 
uct. Initially the toy is dipped in distemper and once it is dried it is painted with white color. Later two such coats 
of non-toxic colors are painted. The last coat is usually of lacquer that brings in the shine to the exterior of the 
toys. Once the artisan starts coloring they use only single color at a time. Once a color is selected the whole batch 
of toys are colored in the same color where ever that particular color is required. Once the firstly applied color is 
dried the second color is selected and painted. Fine detailing of the toy is made by using squirrel hair brush. 
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Marking on the wooden piece. Artisan carving a wooden piece using customized tools. 
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part. 
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Artisan crafting a wooden piece using chisels and 
cactus leaf. 
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The traditional Sindhur Dhani. Gluing on the wooden sindhur dhani. 
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Decorating the sindhur dhani with the help of glue Cutting the decorative thing-using scissor. 
and decorative stuffs. 
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Applying glue to decorate the wooden craft. 
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Ornamenting the sindhur dhani. 
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Products 


Varanasi wooden toys are hand carved toys and they can be classified into two-dimensional and three-dimen- 
sional toys. These toys are usually made by using themes. There are cultural based toys which narrates the daily 
lifestyle of the people like bullock cart, camel cart, horse cart, farming, fishing, train, car, band of soldiers playing 
musical instruments, and etc. Some are tradition-based toys that exhibit the idols of Lord Ganesha, Goddess Dur- 
ga, Ravan, Lord Hanuman and etc. Few of them are religious that narrates the stories based on mythology. Some 
are modern toys that are made using modern patterns and themes like kitchen set, dining set, cricket set and etc 
according to the changing taste of the people. These toys are not only limited to Hindu tradition and culture but 
it has also widely welcomed all the other religion’s culture and traditions. Infact there are some toys of animals 
and birds like peacock, ferocious tigers attacking the elephant and rider, cow with calf, fishes and etc. These toys 
are available in all sizes and price ranges according to the size, color and the theme of the wooden toys. 


Sasa ‘ 
Beautiful decorative ethnic wooden Sindhur Dhani. 
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Fine-looking small wooden containers. 
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Finely carved wooden elephant toy. Beautifully carved wooden showpiece. 
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Decorative wooden container with attractive designs. | Elegant wooden wine case. 
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Traditional Glass and spoon holder. 
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Varanasi traditional Rickshaw. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral 
and Manasa K. H. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Shri. Shobh Nath, Senior Craftsman 
Varanasi 

UP, India 

Cellphone: 09956275439 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


